OUR AMBASSADOR KING

be part of his daily work, he took good care that they
represented some vital interest of his own. Had it been
otherwise, boredom would have aged him long ago. Of
the innumerable requests for his personal patronage, only
those have been granted which could engage his full
attention and to which he could lend a whole-hearted
advocacy. To a high degree the spirit of adventure has
always animated his way of living. He has had the gift of
discovering adventure, whether in touring the distant
parts of the Empire or merely going the round in the
home country. To interpret his activities as Prince of
Wales as representing the life of an uncommonly busy
district visitor, is to overlook the peculiar charm of his
personality. There, in the writer's opinion, lay the weak-
ness of that film of his official life which was released
some time ago. The scenes had been unimaginatively
'compiled. Whereas formality had been unnecessarily
stressed, character was almost entirely suppressed. One
handshake is very much like another; and to show
twenty handshakes instead of one is not necessarily to
make a film twenty times as interesting.

It is the purpose of this study to catch a reflection of
its subject's personality. Especially in relation to his
conception of service will he be regarded. There could
hardly be a better angle of observation than this.
Since his coming of age the King has set himself
the task of carrying out a definite programme in con-
nection with social reforms and endeavour in this country,
and yet another in encouraging loyalty and co-operation
among the peoples of the British Empire. In the suc-
ceeding chapters he will be followed along the various
paths to which that programme has led him, so that his
achievement and the extent of his influence can in some
measure be appraised. His active campaign has always
attracted the intense interest of his contemporaries,
whatever their nationality; and this book is to be the
result of a spontaneous admiration for his spirit and
accomplishment. No one is more acutely aware than